
Mark 1-3: Authority and Conflict

Establishment/Demonstration of Authority Conflict over Authority
1:1-13 Jesus' authority is from God; he is the way 
of the Lord whom John is preparing for
1:14-20 Jesus has the authority to call people into 
a new relationship with God
1:21-34 Jesus has authority over demons and 
disease
1:35-45 Demonstrations of Jesus' authority 
through the gathering of crowds

1:35-45 The crowds begin to create conflict for 
Jesus as they impede his ability to preach (1:38)

2:1-12 Jesus has the authority to forgive sins as 
only God can do; demonstrations of this authority 
through preaching and healing (2:12)

2:1-12 But this brings him into conflict with 
religious leaders on charges of blasphemy; the 
crowds make ministry difficult (2:2)

2:13-17 Another demonstration of Jesus' authority 
to call “sinners” to a new way of life through 
repentance (“hearing the call”) and following

2:13-17 Conflict exists because the Pharisees 
believe that someone claiming the authority that 
Jesus does should not associate with “sinners”

2:18-22 Jesus' answer to the conflict is that his 
authority breaks new ground

2:18-22 Conflict exists over why Jesus' disciples 
are not following the proper “religious” traditions

2:23-3:6 Jesus has authority over the Sabbath, 
both by declaration (how to observe it) and by 
demonstration (healing), thereby claiming co-
equal status with the Sabbath's creator

2:23-3:6 This brings sharp disagreement from the 
religious leaders who begin to plot with political 
enemies how to kill Jesus

3:7-12 Jesus' authority is seen by the crowds (who 
gather for healing) and proclaimed by impure 
spirits

3:7-12 The crowds continue to create problems so 
that Jesus has to leave the immediate area

3:13-19 Jesus has authority to “appoint” twelve 
disciples/apostles (corresponding to the 12 tribes)
3:20-35 Jesus has the authority to bind Satan, as 
he warns the leaders to beware of being guilty of 
the same sin they accuse him of; he also has 
authority to designate a new spiritual family (35)

3:20-35 The crowds create more conflict (20), this 
time with Jesus' family (21) and the teachers of 
the law (22, 30) who (in)directly accuse Jesus of 
blasphemy



Notes
After the initial establishment of Jesus' authority, there is a balance between a demonstration or 
establishment his authority with conflict. The crowds create conflict to the degree that it creates 
difficulty for Jesus to preach, which is what he has come for (1:38). The religious leaders create 
conflict because they do not like the authority with which Jesus operates; they think it is blasphemous.

After the initial establishment of Jesus' authority in the early parts of Mark 1, many of the rest of the 
scenes in 1-3 demonstrate or imply his authority.

Application
The initial preaching by Jesus and his calling of followers, as well as the rejection by religious leaders, 
gives us a framework to apply to our lives.

1. Jesus' message is to “repent and believe” to enter his kingdom (1:14-15). He calls (“Come, 
follow me”; 1:17) and we either miss it entirely, ignore it, or hear it and heed it by obeying 
(following; 1:18-20).

2. The crowds are examples of missing it—they gather around for their own purposes to the extent 
that Jesus leaves to fulfill his ministry; the disciples hear and heed by leaving their old life to 
follow; the religious leaders ignore it either because they know better or Jesus' call doesn't fit 
their criteria for spiritual growth.

3. This plays out again in the call of Levi (2:13-17). Jesus calls Levi, who leaves his booth(!) and 
follows Jesus. The leaders criticize Jesus' approach.

4. There are two poles that we swing back and forth between—listening and obeying; hearing the 
call and following.
a. Where are you on this axis?
b. When are you most open to listening and hearing? When are you most closed?
c. When are you most receptive to follow? When are you least receptive?
d. Why is this?

Challenge
Make an appointment with someone this week to get together to discuss Mark and your spiritual 
growth. Come to the meeting having read Mark 1-3. Discuss this axis and your own experience with 
listening to and obeying Jesus. Share your success and your struggles with each other and pray for each 
other.

Listen/HearObey/Follow


